
 

Greeters:  
 

March 7  Linda Balmer and Mike Horst 

March 14   Joanne and Michele Harter 

March 21   Rob and Amanda Huber 

March 28  Kevin and Lauren Kable 
 

Nursery Duty: 
 

March 7   Rob and Amanda Huber  

March 14   Shelby, Josh, & Melanie Luther  

March 21  Open  

March 28  Jose Reyes  
 

March Acolyte:   

 

 Michael Dodson  

 

March Ushers 
 

March 7  Mary Ellen Baer,  John McDonald 

  Frank and Carol Waple 

March    Mary Ellen Baer, John McDonald 

  Marlin and Judy Biesecker 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulletin Dedications 

 

March 7     Open  

March 14   In honor of their son Johnôs birthday by Ruth and   

     John Dodson 
 

March 21   In honor of Bob Stanleyôs birthday on March 19 by 

     Dottie Stanley   
 

March 28   Open 

 

 

Chancel Flowers 
 

March  7    In honor of Carol and Jay Wilsbach's 49th  

      anniversary. 
 

March 14   In memory of Mr. and Mrs. George Koerting from    

     Ella Seidel.   
 

March 21  To thank Diane Rowe and Jay Wilsbach for the great 

     jobs they perform every day for the Church. 
 

March 28  In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Shank, Kenneth   

    Shank and Russell Patterson from the Shank family.   
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Presbyterian Congregation is ...  

A body of Christian people who reach out to 

others by sharing God's Word, love and fellowship. 
 

By Nancy and Gary Shank 
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A FEW REMINDERS: 
 

Session has approved the addition of a "Classified Ad" section to the 
monthly newsletter for a flat fee of $5.00 per item.  The item would run (1) 
month with the exception of those periods which combine (2) months into 
one publication.  Categories would include, but not necessarily be limited 
to:  

For Sale, Services and Rental Properties or  

      Employment or Seeking Employment, etc. 
 

Ads and payment should be submitted to you via envelop labeled Classi-
fieds and deposited either in the offering plate or your church mail 
slot.  Please stipulate all proceeds will be donated to the "General Oper-
ating Fund" of the church.  No e-mails since payment must  accompany 
ad! 
 

NEW ON-LINE BILL 

PAYER!!!!!  
  

Regular payment of your stewardship com-

mitment can be done through your bank and 

a process called "Bill Pay." Those who are 

interested in having your bank send regular 

payments to the church rather than you writ-

ing out a check each time, can make contact 

with your bank to get the details and sign-up for this program. If you 

have a computer at home, Bill Pay can also be set-up for payment of 

your stewardship commitment. Be sure to discuss the details with your 

bank officials and ask if there is any service charge for this procedure. If 

you have questions, see or contact church  office 

 

Chancel Flowers 
 

Effective October 2009, the Steward-

ship Committee will send a reminder 

postcard to each Chancel flower spon-

sor at the time of the order. The cost 

of the   CHANCEL FLOWERS is still 

$22.50 per order. Please make the 

check payable to The Presbyterian Congregation with the 

date of the Sunday sponsored in the memo section of the 

check to assist Diane with recording the payment. The check 

should be put into a separate envelope marked Chancel 

Flowers and either mailed to the church office or placed in 

the offering plate on Sunday, If at anytime you would like to 

add a Centerpiece or have any questions or concerns, please 

call Marilyn Pearce at 944-6558. To everyone who sponsors 

the Chancel Flowers and centerpieces I want to say a heart-

felt thank you. 
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Please place your articles or information either in 
the offering plate (mark it ònewsletteró), or in 
mailbox marked òNEWSLETTER.ó 

 

Newsletter Deadlines for 2010 
 

March 16 - deadline for April newsletter 

March 23 - mail out of newsletter 

April 20 - deadline for May-June newsletter 

April 27 - mail out of newsletter 

June 15 - deadline for July-August newsletter 

June 22 - mail out of newsletter 

August 17 -deadline for September newsletter 

August 24 - mail out of newsletter 

September 21 - deadline for October newsletter 

September 28 - mail out newsletter 

October 19 - deadline for November newsletter 

October 26 - mail out newsletter 

November 16 - deadline for December newsletter 

November 23 - mail out newsletter 

December 21 - deadline for January 2011 newsletter 

December 28 - mail out newsletter 

 
  
 

 

Please join us for  

Social Hour in  Fellowship Hall on  

March 7th  2010 

Following the worship service.  

ALL ARE WELCOME!!  

Please stay after worship   

and enjoy Spirited Fellowship  

 

2009 BUDGET vs. 2010 BUDGET  

REVIEW  
 

 An overview of the 2010 and 2009 budgets will be 

addressed at the March 14th Congregational meeting.  Fi-

nal expenditure and income figures for the 2009 fiscal year 

have been completed and will be presented at this time. 

 

 Copies of this information will be made available, 

in advance, for your review. 

Please Help the church office by  
providing your current  e -mail ad-

dress and any changes to your home 
address and phone number.   

Call 944-4233 or email to  
office@pcmdt.org  

 

Thanks for your cooperation!  
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Hear the NEWS, Pastor Notes  
 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHAR-

ING 
 

 

Gifts to 'One Great Hour of Sharing5 can be made 

throughout the Sundays of March. In these difficult days 

with homelessness, sickness, hunger and suffering from 

natural disasters, your support of OGHS is vital. In 2009 

we are pleased to have received $1,015. Can we try and  

s-t-r-e-t-c-h and hit $1,200 this year? Parents are urged to 

remind their children to keep filling their OGHS Fish 

Banks and return them Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28 

for dedication during worship. The theme of this year's 

OGHS Offering is based on the words of Jesus, "Do you 

love me? Feed My Sheep.ò With your help, we will feed 

his sheep. Thank you! 

 

-MARCH 1 -  Committee Meeting Night: 6:30PM Chris-

tian Education and Property/Maintenance Committees; 

7:15PM Evangelism Committee and any other committee 

that needs to meet in March. 

 

-March 13   BE SURE TO TURN YOUR CLOCK 

AHEAD ONE HOUR BEFORE RETIRING.. .Daylight 

Saving Time begins. 

 

-March 14   A Congregational Meeting will take place 

following worship. The purpose of the meeting is to re-

ceive the 2009 annual reports of church committees and 

organizations. Copies of the 2009 Annual Report will be 

available in advance for perusal. After the meeting, we will 

enjoy a covered dish lunch in Fellowship Hall. Please 

bring a generous meat or vegetable covered dish, or dessert 

to share and join us. Beverage to be provided. 

 

 

-Parents are reminded to register their child(ren) for sum-

mer Christian camping at Krislund Camp, our 1,000 acre 

Presbytery camp in Centre County. The summer program 

offers wonderful experiences for kids K-12th grade, and 

youth up to 19 years of age. There are program pamphlets 

on the bulletin board near the Morrow Room in the educa-

tion building. For more info go to www.krislund.org  

Those who need financial assistance can speak with Elder 

Mary Ellen Baer or Pastor Potter. 

 

 

 

-Join the fun at the March 28 Children's Easter Egg Hunt.. 

.Parents with children 12 years-old and younger are in-

vited to bring their little ones to the manse lawn (weather 

permitting) after worship for the egg hunt. Bring a basket, 

too, for the eggs and plan to attend. A light lunch will be 

served in Fellowship Hall after the egg hunt and we look 

forward to seeing YOU. (If the weather is an issue, we 

will hold the egg hunt indoors.) 

 

-Members and Friends of the church are reminded to keep 

their stewardship commitment current. In order to fulfill 

the mission of the church, we rely on the faithfulness of 

each member. And gifts also can be made throughout each 

month to the Building Fund of the church. This fund en-

ables repairs and general maintenance of our facilities as 

needs arise. Make your check payable to the church and 

use a Building Fund envelope in the pew rack, or mark 

your gift accordingly. Thank you. 

 

-PYC'ers are reminded to watch the Sunday bulletin for 

news of up-coming activities for all 6th-12th graders. 

 

-Holy Week and Easter Information: Mark your calendar 

and attend worship during Holy Week. Maundy Thursday 

worship April 1 will be at 7PM in the sanctuary. This is 

the night in which we remember Jesus gathering with the 

disciples in the Upper Room and instituting the Lord's 

Supper. Communion will be celebrated and worship will 

conclude with the stripping of the chancel, symbolizing 

the death of Jesus. 

 

-On Good Friday please join with other Christians of Mid-

dletown for the Community Good Friday service from 

noon to 1PM. The service will be held at Wesley United 

Methodist Church, 64 Ann Street, Middletown and will 

include hymns, scripture, special music with area laity and 

clergy taking part. This solemn day commemorates the 

death of our Lord and helps us prepare for the joy of 

Easter morning. An offering for the Human Needs Fund 

will be received. This fund assists the needy of our com-

munity with rent, utilities and other life survival needs. 

 

-Easter is to be celebrated April 4 at 10:3QAM with joy-

ous choral and congregational music, scripture and the 

spoken word.  The Adult Forum Church School class will 

meet at 9:15AM with Father Dan Ressetar as speaker. Fr. 

Ressetar is the priest of Christ the Savior Russian Ortho-

dox Church, Harrisburg and will talk about the differences 

in how Easter is observed in the western and eastern 

branches of Christianity 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On Wednesday, March 3 rd, Ruth Dodson & I will per-
form our final Mid -Week concert for the season. The 
concert will begin at 11:00 am featuring a variety of 
music at the organ and piano. It will be followed by a 
delicious luncheon in the social hall. Members are 
encouraged to invite family and friends from the 
community to attend.  A free will offering will be re-
ceived to help defray the cost of the meal. Hope to see 
you there! 

 

REMINDER  of   

PRESBYTERY  ASSESS-

MENT  
 

 Annually when you are 

provided a new packet of offering 

envelopes, My Offering, the first 

envelope is labeled ñPresbytery Assessmentò.   This repre-

sents the ñper capitaò which pays for the cost of operating 

the Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly.  Expenditures 

include such items as staff salaries, office rent, supplies, in-

surance and meetings. 
 

 For 2010, the per capita is $22.00 per member. (This 

cost remains the same as it was in 2009.)  Each congregation 

in the Presbytery has the same assessment based on its total 

church membership. 
 

 Thanking you in advance for your prayerful support 

of this payment.  If you have not paid thus far, please con-

sider doing so. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All 6th-12th graders are to watch the Sunday bulletin for 

updates on Presbyterian Youth Connection activities. We 

are looking forward to some fun events in March as well as 

a community service project. 
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News from the Women's Association/ 
Mary's Circle  
 

2010 Calendar for the Women's Association/Mary's  

Circle 
 
March 18 ,Tuesday, at 10AM-Bible Study, Joshua: A Journey of 

Faith ,and Meeting 

  

April 16-Friday, at 6PM-setup for Yard & Bake Sale 
 

April 17-Saturday, at 9AM-Yard & Bake Sale 
 

April 20, Tuesday, at 10AM-Bible Study and Meeting 
 

May 1-Saturday at 6PM-Daughters of the Presby Congregation. of 

Middletown Banquet 
 

May 18, Tuesday, at 10AM-Bible Study and Meeting and repeat for 

following Tuesdays:  June 15, July 20, August 17, September 21, 

October 19, and November 16. 
 

Remember all ladies are welcome to attend the Bible Study/

meeting starting at 10AM. 

 
 

Our Bible study for 2010 is Joshua: A Journey of Faith , it 

invites us to explore the challenging, sometimes heartrend-

ing, book of Joshua. Pursuing such themes as leadership, the 

promise of land, the concept of "holy war", and outsiders 

becoming insiders, and we learn ultimately to find rest in the 

justice and mercy of God. 

  



 

ADULT FORUM  *    March  2010  

You are invited! 
Sunday mornings before worship in Fellowship Hall  

 * 9:15-10:15 a.m. 

If nursery is needed,  please call Erika Lauffer at 944-4713 a 

week in advance. 

 

 

Theme:  Digging Deeper into the Gospel of 

John 

 

In October, the Adult Forum's goal was to ex-

plore the Gospel of John during four sessions.  

The Gospel contains 21 chapters.  We made it 

through seven.  (The fire drill didn't help.)  

You see, there is a great deal of material in the 

fourth gospel, apprehension of which is vital 

to our growth as Christians.  So beginning 

again on February 28 and continuing through 

March, our leader Phil Susemihl will help us 

move forward in our study.  This gospel has 

been described as the one which shows us how 

Jesus was, indeed, Emmanuel, which means 

"God with us."  "The 'Word' became flesh and 

dwelt among usé"  Doesn't get any better! 

 

5 

F 
E 
L 
L 
O 
W 
S 
H 
I 
P 

Hi there!  

This is Oscar the kitchen mouse writing 

from my mouse house.  Wow, what a 

month this has been.  People kept coming 

in talking about the snow and the wind and 

I had to crawl up to the window and look 

out.  It certainly was snowing.  The trees 

looked so pretty but I imagine people did-

n't like it.  I really don't get to see much 

outside because I spend most of my time 

in my mouse house or scurrying around on 

the floor.  I certainly don't go outside be-

cause that door locks and I don't want to be 

stranded out in the cold.  I had plenty of 

food and I was nice and warm.  Most of 

my food was from the spaghetti dinner.  I don't care much for 

cooked spaghetti but I found some pieces on the floor that had-

n't made it into the pot.  I also found some pieces of garlic 

sticks (boy, were they ever good - raw spaghetti  is rather 

bland.  Put sauce on it?  Oh, good grief!)  There were lots of 

wonderful workers there cooking,  selling tickets, serving 

drinks and food,  cleaning  off the tables, washing dishes, dip-

ping up the food,  showing people to their tables,  serving des-

serts (now this is my favorite part of the evening.  The ladies 

who cut the desserts always throw some cake crumbs on the 

floor for me.  Isn't that nice of them?).   Everyone worked very 

hard but they also seem to be having fun.  If you haven't been 

to one of the dinners you really should try it.  People come not 

only from this church but from all over town. 
 

 Today, was the postponed coffee hour.  It was sup-

posed to be last week but the snowstorm had everyone staying 

home.  Something was mentioned about the parking lot need-

ing plowed (whatever that meant) and people staying off the 

streets.  So the ladies took it in stride and served a very nice 

luncheon a week later.   One of the ladies dropped TWO 

pieces of cheese on the floor and I heard them say that was for 

Oscar.  Boy, my little ears perked up and my mouth watered at 

the thought.  Another lady said that was my favorite food.  

Boy , was she right.  I love cheese!!!!!!  A good time was had 

by all and there was lots of chattering going on. 
 

 The next event is soup making.  This doesn't interest 

me unless there are crackers to go with it. Somehow or other, I 

don't think they are making crackers.  After that comes another 

coffee hour at the beginning of March.  I wonder what they are 

having and if they will drop something good on the floor.  

Some people forget I am here as I am so quiet.  I certainly 

don't bother anyone and am such a clean mouse.  Coming up 

the next weekend will be a covered dish luncheon.  Those I 

really love because of all of the good food and those desserts, 

oh wow.  Come on ladies dig into your recipes and come up 

with some good dishes and perhaps a cake or cookie.  Would 

you be interested in  knowing favorite cookie? Now under-

stand I will eat any kind but chocolate chip cookies are the 

best.  What?  You didn't know that mice liked chocolate chips?  

Well, this mouse does.  Time to go into my house, cover up, 

and stay warm.  See you next month. 


